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Summary

We present the results of three bird surveys performed in southwestern

Burkina Faso (Cascades Region), documenting ten additional species new to

the country: Ovambo SpaiTowhawk Accipiter ovampensis, Black Sparrowhawk

A. melanoleucos, Red Phalarope Phalaropiis fulicariiis. Black-shouldered

Nightjar Caprimidgus nigriscapularis. Red-headed Lovebird Agapomis
pullarius. Buff-spotted Woodpecker Campethera nivosa. Grasshopper Warbler

Locustella naevia, African Reed Warbler AcrocepJialus baeticatus, Emin’s

Shrike Lanins giibeniator and Tropical Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus. Also

included are species for which our data represent a range extension within

Burkina Faso and a complete checklist of the species observed.

Resume

Nouvelles observations d’oiseaux dans le sud-ouest du Burkina Faso.

Nous presentons les resultats de trois etudes omithologiques realisees dans le

sud-ouest du Burkina Faso (Region des Cascades), documentant dix especes

nouvelles pour la region: FEpervier de I’Ovampo Accipiter ovampensis,

FAutour no'iY A. melanoleucos, le Phalarope a bee large Phalaropiis fulicariiis,

FEngoulevent a epaulettes noires Capriiniilgiis nigriscapiilaris, FInseparable

a tete rouge Agapomis pullarius, le Pic tachete Woodpecker Campethera nivosa,

la Locustelle tachetee Locustella naevia, la Rousserolle africaine Acrocephalus

baetieatus, la Pie-grieche a dos roux Lanins gubernator et le Gonolek

d’Abyssinie Laniarius aethiopicus. Sont aussi incluses des especes pour

lesquelles nos donnees representent une extension de leur aire de repartition a

Finterieur du Burkina Faso ainsi qu’une liste complete des especes observees.
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Introduction

The field data here reported were collected in November 2003, February 2010 and

March 2011 in the Cascades Region, southwestern Burkina Faso. The Cascades

Region, like many other parts of Burkina Faso, has received little ornithological

attention, most of which has been devoted to the northern and central parts of the

country, with a focus on Palaearctic migrants or areas of special interest such as the

W-Arly-Pendari National Parks area (Green & Sayer 1979, Thonnerieux 1985, 1988a,

1988b, Thonnerieux et al. 1989, Weesie & Belemsobgo 1997, Thiollay 2006, Balan 9 a

et al 2007, Connor 2010).

Study area and methods

Weconcentrated our activities in the Banfora area, particularly around Lemorodougou

Lake, and in the Classified Forest of Comoe-Leraba (see gazetteer in Table 1 ).

Table 1. Gazetteer with locality codes used in Appendix 1.

Code Coordinates Altitude (m)

Banfora B 10°30'N 4°45'W 314

Le Copalier campsite C 9°45'N 4°35'W 232

Kou forest D 1 1°12'N 4°20'W 415

Folonzo F 9°57'N 4°40'W 278

Karfiguela falls K 10°43'N 4°49'W 294

Lemorodougou Lake L 10°4rN 4°48'W 280

Moussodougou Lake M 10°14'N 4°56'W 475

Karfiguela marsh N 10°42'N 4°48'W 286

Galerie a Roussettes R 10°35'N 5°18'W 325

Pics de SindoLi S 10°39'N 5°9'W 378

Tengrela Lake T 10°38'N 4°50'W 273

Banfora Area. Lemorodougou Lake (12-13 and 17-18 Feb 2010, 10-14 and 22-23

Mar 2011) covers a surface of < 2 km“ and is completely bordered by a thick flooded

Typha reedbed. The area around the lake is extensively cultivated with rice and millet

fields. The area was investigated with mist-nets, direct observation on foot and by

boat, and sound recording. Karfiguela falls (1 Dec 2003, 15 and 17 Feb 2010, 14 Mar
2011), also known as Cascades de Banfora, on the Comoe near Banfora, are one of

the most important tourist attractions of the region. The water falls from a sandstone

cliff c. 50 mhigh. Along the river, especially downstream of the waterfall, a thin but

dense gallery forest has developed, with some huge Mango Mangifera iiidica trees
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and scattered small eultivated fields, mainly Date Phoenix dach'lifera orchards. The

records here were from mist-netting, direct observation and sound reeording. Some
obserx ations were made also at the nearby Karfiguela marsh (22-23 Mar 2011).

Classified Forest of Conioe-Leraba. In this proteeted area, also reported as Diefoula-

Logoniegue forest (Lungren et al. 2001 ), we made observations in two main localities.

Folonzo (27-30 Nov 2003, 5-8 Feb 2010, 16 and 21 Mar 201 1) is a village located at

the border of the protected aea. Habitats near the village include arable fields of millet

or cotton, with scattered trees and small dense woods close to water sources. The

habitat inside the protected area is mainly open, park-like savanna woodland. This

area was surveyed by mist-nets placed close to water sources, and by car. Le Copalier

campsite (8-10 Feb 2010, 17-20 Mar 2011) lies south of Folonzo, inside the

Classified Forest, along the right bank of the Comoe River. It is characterized by

semi-decidous gallery forest up to 30-40 m high and dry forest of 15-20 m, with

temporary swamps generated after river flooding during the rainy season, and a l-km“

dense humid evergreen forest characterized by Danielia oliveri, Isoberlinia doka. Kayo
senegalensis and Pterocarpiis erinaceiis (Guinko 1984). This area was surveyed by

mist-nets, direct observation and sound recording, both diurnal and nocturnal.

Tengrela Lake (14 Feb 2010), close to Banfora, is locally famous for its population

of a few dozen Hippos Hippopotamus amphibiiis, which have been extirpated by

illegal hunting from the other lakes of the Banfora area. This lake is also a well known
spot for bird-watching. It is larger than Lemorodougou Lake but much more altered

by human activities. The shores are almost completely cultivated and natural

vegetation is nearly absent, and floating vegetation is less developed than in

Lemorodougou Lake. We spent one morning in the area using a boat and walking

around the lake.

Pics de Sindou (16 Feb 2010) is an eroded limestone formation of c. 1 .5 km“ of peaks

and ridges, mostly c. 50 m high with very steep slopes, 42 km east of Banfora. It is

well known for its archaeological and ethnographic interest. Its fauna is typical of

rocky areas, which are otherwise rare in the Banfora area.

Galerie a Roussettes (16 Feb 2010) is a wetland of 3 km“, extensively covered by

floating vegetation or semi-submerged trees. A dense gallery forest, inhabited by a

huge colony of fruit bats, characterizes the northern part of the area. The area was

briefly surveyed on foot.

Moussodougou Lake (16 Feb 2010) is an artificial lake, of c. 6 km*", between Sindou

and Banfora. It is one of the three largest artificial lakes of the Banfora area. It was

surveyed from the dam, so all the southern part of the lake could be observed. It was

not possible to see the northern part of the lake where, probably, the water was

shallower.

Kou forest (15 Mar 2011), also known as the “Guinguette”, is a Classified Forest

consisting of a patch of dense, well preserved forest along a freshwater spring c. 15

km west of Bobo Djoulasso, and is the only forest area of the region, except for the

one at Karfiguela falls.
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Opportunistic observations were also made during car trips between the various

sites and the base eamp, both in the Banfora area and in the Comoe-Leraba Forest.

Our surveys were carried out during the dry season. Birds were reeorded through

visual observations, tape recording and mist-netting. Nearly all of the observed

speeies were documented by photographs, and some voucher specimens were

collected to provide verifiable documentation of distributional records and material

for further studies of avian systematic, genetic, morphology, annual cycles and

biogeography (Bates et al. 2004).

Taxonomy and scientific names follow Bon'ow & Demey (2001). The distribution

of birds in Burkina Faso was evaluated from recent literature (Borrow & Demey
2004, Connor 2010, Kenneiiey & Pearson 2010) and compared with Brown et al.

(1982), Urban et al. (1986, 1997), Fry et al. (1988, 2004), Keith et al. (1992), Dowsett

& Dowsett Lemaire (1993), PNUE(1999) and Fry & Keith (2000). Wehave not taken

into consideration unchecked bird-watching trip reports, including those found on the

internet. To avoid repetition, PNUE(1999) will henceforth be quoted as PNUEand

Borrow & Demey (2004) will be indicated as B&D.

Results

We recorded 226 species, including 652 mist-netted individuals of 90 species

(Appendix 1). These included ten species new for Burkina Faso (according to PNUE
1999 and Borrow & Demey 2004) and several other interesting records, discussed in

more detail below.

Additions to the avifauna of Burkina Faso

Accipiter ovampensis Ovambo Sparrowhawk. One female, killed by local people in

Folonzo and given to us on 7 Feb 2010, was prepared as a study skin and preserved in

the Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Carmagnola (MCCI B3237). A second

individual, probably a male, was mist-netted, measured and released at Le Copalier

campsite on 18 Mar 2011 (Fig. 1). The latter represents the third record for the

country since, on 19 Feb 2011, an adult was photographed by C. Gruwier near

Karfiguela falls at c. 10°43'N, 4°49'W (B. Portier in litt.). Ovambo Sparrowhawk is

an uncommon dry season visitor to the savanna zone, recorded in neighbouring

countries (B&D, Salewski 2000), and to be expected in southern Burkina Faso.

A. melaiioleiiciis Black Sparrowhawk. One was photographed at Le Copalier

campsite on 10 Feb 2010 (Fig. 2 left). This is a true forest species (B&D) recorded

only much further south in Ghana and Ivory Coast.

Phalaropiis fiilicariiis Red Phalarope. One was photographed and observed with a

40x telescope, while swimming in the centre of Moussodougou Lake, on 16 Feb 2010.

Its small size was appreciated by comparison with nearby White-faced Whistling

Ducks. Wenoted the plain grey mantle and the white breast with a darker mark at the
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Figure 1. Ovambo Sparrowhawk /icc//7/V^r Le Copalier campsite.

Figure 2. Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleiicos^ (left), and young Buff-

spotted Woodpecker Campethera nivosa^ both at Le Copalier campsite.

base of the hindneek, the small dark mask, and dark hinderown and bill. The length of

the bill and overall shape and behaviour exeluded first-winter Little Gull

Hydrocoloeiis minutiis, the only other bird with a similar eolour pattern. Usually

pelagic or coastal in the non-breeding season, the Red Phalarope is sometimes
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recorded inland along migration routes. It is commonly reported in the Atlantic Ocean

off West Africa but rarely in the Gulf of Guinea, and only as an accidental in

continental West Africa (B&D).

Agapornis puUariiis Red-headed Lovebird. Two were seen, and identified also by

call by G. Vaschetti (pers. comm.), at Folonzo on 28 Nov 2003. A pair was observed

extensively, from < 10 m, on trees close to Folonzo village on 21 Mar 2011; we
observed all the characteristics of the species, in particular the small size and short

tail, green body with red face (brighter in one individual than the other), and dark eyes.

The closest breeding range is in the north of Ivory Coast and Ghana (B&D) but there

are four reports from along the Niger and Mekrou rivers in Niger, which have been

accepted by the Niger records committee (Brouwer 2001, J. Brouwer pers. comm.),

and the habitat of the Folonzo area is suitable for the species. It is unlikely that the

Folonzo birds were escaped from captivity, given the long time between our two

observations and the remoteness of the village of Folonzo from possible trade

routes.

Caprimiilgus mgriscapiilaris Black-shouldered Nightjar. A singing male (one of 2

3 singers) was sound-recorded at Le Copalier campsite on 17 Mar 2011 (Xenocanto

XC 74873), representing a great range extension from the closest known areas in

southwest Mali (Dowsett & Dowset Lemaire 201 1), eastern Ivory Coast and southern

Nigeria.

Campethera nivosa Buff-spotted Woodpecker. A recently-fledged individual mist-

netted in gallery forest close to Le Copalier campsite, 17 Mar 2011 (Fig. 2 right).

Even though it was a young bird, we are confident of the identification as we
compared it with many pictures and some specimens in the Natural Histoiy Museum
of Torino, where specimens of other Campethera woodpeckers were also studied. Its

known range is far to the south, in the Guinea-Congo forest block, but with a single

small area in southern Mali. It is also reported from the nearby Comoe National Park,

Ivoiy Coast (Salewski 2000). Our record demonstrates breeding of the species in the

forest of southern Burkina Faso. Strangely, no other woodpecker species was seen

clearly during our surveys.

LocusteUci naevia Grasshopper Warbler. A single individual was mist-netted at

Lemorodougou Lake (Fig. 3 top) on 13 Feb 2010. The closest known wintering areas

of this Palaearctic migrant are in Ghana and Mali, along the Niger River (B&D,
Kennerley & Pearson 2010).

Acrocephalus haeticatiis African Reed Warbler. Quite common in the reedbeds of

Lemorodougou Lake, where several individuals were mist-netted and photographed

(Fig. 3 bottom), and others observed. We identified reed warblers using plumage and

measurements, according to Kennerley & Pearson (2010). To confirm the

identification we sequenced the barcoding region of the cytochrome oxidase I gene

using the procedures and primers detailed in Johnsen et al. (2010), and compared the

sequences with those available on the Barcoding of Life Database

<www.boldsystem.org>. Out of 16 Acrocephalus individuals whose DNA was
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sequenced, 1 1 \\ere this species while five were A. scirpaceiis (D. Zuccon, pers.

comm.). The West African distribution of the African Reed Warbler is fragmentary,

probably due to a lack of information other than from coastal sites in Senegal and

along the Niger River (B&D, Kennerley & Pearson 2010).

Figure 3. Grasshopper Warbler Lociistella imevia^ (top) and African Reed

2LYh\QV Acrocephaliis baeticatus^ both at Leniorodougou Lake.

Lanins giibernator Emin’s Shrike. A single male seen and photographed in wooded

savanna close to Le Copalier campsite, 20 Mar 201 1 (Fig. 4 left). Patchily distributed

in Africa (Sinclair & Ryan 2010) but to be expected in Burkina Faso, as it is reported

from Ghana (B&D), northern Benin (Dowsett & Dowsett-Lemaire 2011), and as a

probable breeder in nearby ComoeNational Park, Ivory Coast (Salewski 2000).
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Laniarius aethiopiciis Tropical Boubou. A single individual mist-netted at Le

Copalier campsite, 10 Feb 2010 (Fig. 4 right). Known from nearby in the Ivory Coast

(B&D, Salewski 2000).

Figure 4. Emin’s Shrike Lanins gubernator (left) and Tropical Boubou Laniarius

aethiopiciis^ both at Le Copalier campsite.

Figure 5. Shining Blue Kingfisher Alcedo qiiadribrachys^ Le Copalier campsite

(left) and Short-winged Cisticola Cisticola brachypteriis^ Folonzo.

Other noteworthy records

Among the other species recorded for the Cascade Region during our surveys, the

following merit additional notes according to our knowledge of the cuirent literature.

Ardeidae

Egretta intermedia Intermediate Egret. A few individuals were recorded and

photographed at Lemorodougou and Tengrela Lakes, but 85 were seen at
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Moussodoiigoii Lake on 16 Feb 2010. This species is not otherwise reported in

southwest Burkina Faso (B&D).

Anatidae

Deudrocygua viduata White-faced Whistling Duck. Regularly observed at

Lemorodougou Lake in 2010 with flocks of c. 100. One tlock of > 1500 was observed

at Moussodougou Lake, and included 30 Spur-winged Geese.

Nettapiis aiiritits African Pygmy Goose. Regularly observed at Lemorodougou Lake,

with a maximun flock of 72 on 23 Mar 2011.

Falconidae

Falco tumiiucidiis CommonKestrel. Regularly observed in and around the city of

Banfora and at the Pics de Sindou, where a breeding pair referable to the local

subspecies F. t. nifescens was observed on 16 Feb 2010.

F. biarmiciis Lanner. Commonly observed in many habitats. A pair with chicks

occupied what was probably an old Pied Crow nest on a high-voltage tower close to

Karfiguela marsh, 22-23 Mar 2011.

Rallidae

Porphyho alleni Allen’s Gallinule. Quite common in Lemorodougou Lake, with

juveniles seen and photographed. Present in most of Burkina Faso, but not in the

southwest (B&D).

P. porphyria Purple Swamphen. Single individuals were regularly seen and

photographed at Lemorodougou Lake in 2010 and 2011. According to B&D this

species is present only in the north of Burkina Faso.

Jacanidae

Microparra capeusis Lesser Jacana. Quite common in Lemorodougou and Tengrela

Lakes, where many individuals were seen and photographed feeding on the floating

vegetation in the centre of the lakes. Our observations confirm those of Lungren et al.

(2001) and Portier et al. (2002). Reported by B&D only in the extreme southwest,

close to the border with Ivory Coast.

Columbidae
Streptopelia decipiens African Morning Dove. Commonly seen and photographed in

various localities of the Banfora area and at the Pics de Sindou. According to B&D
the southwest of Burkina Faso is outside the distribution range of the species, which is

typical of arid woodland.

Caprimulgidae

Macrodipteiyx longipennis Standard-winged Nightjar. Quite common in the open

wooded savannas of the Classified Forest of Comoe-Leraba, where 12 were mist-

netted on 5-8 Feb 2010. A nest with two eggs was photographed near Le Copalier

campsite on 19 Mar 201 1 (E. Chaplain pers. comm.).

Coliidae

Urocolius macrouriis Blue-naped Mousebird. Six individuals were seen near Banfora

and five at Tengrela Lake, during the 2003 survey. Inhabits the north of Burkina Faso

and the Sahel (B&D).
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Alcedinidae

Halcyon malimbica Blue-breasted Kingfisher. Quite eommon at Le Copalier

campsite, where four were mist-netted on 8-10 Feb 2010 and two 17-20 Mar 2011.

Reported in the extreme south of Burkina Faso (B&D) as it is typical of riparian

forests in wooded savannas.

Alcedo qiiadribrachys Shining Blue Kingfsher. One mist-netted at Le Copalier

campsite, 9 Feb 2010 (Fig. 5 left). Previously known in Burkina Faso only from Arly

National Park (Green & Sayer 1979). It inhabits streams of the Guineo-Congolian

forests (B&D).

Hirundinidae

Hirimdo dciurica Red-rumped Swallow. A roost-like concentration of several

hundred, with a few Bam Swallows and Wire-tailed Swallows, was observed in the

Karfiguela marsh on 22-23 Mar 2011. Photographs indicate the presence of the

Senegambia-Chad H. d. domicella and of Palaearctic H. d. riifiila.

H. aethiopica Ethiopian Swallow. One was mist-netted at Le Copalier campsite, 6 Feb

2010. Distributed only in the extreme north of Burkina Faso (B&D), but expected in

the region as it inhabits the Ivory Coast quite close to the border.

Turdidae

Myrmecocichia cinnamomeiventris Cliff Chat. A few were photographed in the Pics

de Sindou area, a suitable habitat for the species, on 16 Feb 2010. As stated by

Connor (2010), who saw this species at the Karfiguela falls, this suggests a wide

distribution of this species in southwest Burkina Faso where there is suitable habitat.

Patchy in West Africa, as it is associated with rocky areas in savannas. In Burkina

Faso, only otherwise reported in the WNational Park area (Green & Sayer 1979),

while the nearest occurrence is in the northern Ivory Coast (B&D).

Sylviidae

Cisticola aberrans Rock-loving Cisticola. One photographed at Pic de Sindou, 16 Feb

2010. Inhabits rocky outcrops in the savanna and otherwise only known in the east of

Burkina Faso, in particular in the WNational Park area (B&D).

C galactoles Winding Cisticola. Quite common in low vegetation around

Lemorodougou Lake, where 12 were mist-netted in 2010 and 2011; also seen at

Karfiguela falls, 17 Feb 2010. Otherwise reported only in the extreme south and the

centre of Burkina Faso along the White Volta River (B&D).

C brachyptenis Short-winged Cisticola. One photographed in wooded savannah close

to Folonzo, 7 Feb 2010 (Fig. 5 right); another photographed at the Galerie a

Roussettes, 16 Feb 2010; three mist-netted at Lemorodougou Lake, 12-13 Mar 2011.

Not included in PNUEbut widely reported for south Burkina Faso (B&D), based on

as yet unpublished records, e.g. not uncommon in Nazinga Game Ranch (B. Portier

and F. Dowsett-Lemaire in lift.).

C. jiincidis Zitting Cisticola. One observed close to the Karfiguela falls on 1 Dec

2003, and one photographed at Lemorodougou Lake on 12 Feb 2010. Patchy in West

Africa, with a few populations in central and western Burkina Faso (B&D).
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Hyliota jlaviguster Yellow-bellied Hyliota. Two observed in wooded savanna around

Folonzo, 28-29 Nov 2003. Not included in PNUE, but reported with a wide

distribution in Burkina Faso by B&D, based on as yet unpublished records (B. Fortier

and F. Dowsett-Lemaire in lilt.).

Muscicapidae

Muscicapa aquatica Swamp Flycatcher. One photographed at the Galerie a

Roussettes, 16 Feb 2010; three mist-netted at Le Copalier campsite, 17 and 19 Mar
2011. Otherwise reported only in the extreme east of the country, in particular in the

W National Park (Green & Sayer 1979, B&D). More recently, Connor (2010)

reported one near Ouagadougou and other observations in southern Burkina Faso, and

B. Portier {in litt.) found it at Nazinga GameRanch and Kabore Tambi National Park.

These data suggest a wider distribution in this part of the countiy.

Myiopariis pliimbeits Lead-coloured Flycatcher. One seen on the Comoe river bank

east of Folonzo, 29 Nov 2003; one mist-netted at Le Copalier campsite, 17 Mar 2011.

Otherwise only reported in the east, close to the Benin border (B&D).

Platysteiridae

PlaU’steira cyanea CommonWattle-eye. Commonly observed at the Karfiguela falls

and Le Copalier campsite, where five were mist-netted. Otherwise only in the east

(B&D), despite its presence in the north of southern neighbouring countries.

Sturnidae

Onychognathiis neninanni Neumann’s Starling. A pair photographed at Karfiguela

falls, 15 Feb 2010. Included in PNUL as O. morio. Patchy in West Africa, including

extreme southwest Burkina Faso, southeast Mali and northern Ivory Coast (B&D).

Associated with rocky outcrops but not reported at Karfiguela by Connor (2010),

suggesting that it is probably not common, even in suitable habitat.

Ploceidae

Ploceus nigricoUis Black-necked Weaver. Fairly common in the wooded area at

Karfiguela falls, where six mist-netted on 16 Feb 2010. Also observed at Kou forest,

15 Mar 2011. Known only in the southwest (B&D), but our obseiwations close to

Banfora and Bobo-Dioulasso extend the known range.

Qiielea qiielea Red billed Quelea. Numerous flocks of tens up to 150, together with

Eiiplectes weavers at a roost in the reed beds of Lemorodougou Lake in 2010 and

2011. According to B&D, only distributed in the centre and north of Burkina Faso.

Eiiplectes afer Yellow-crowned Bishop. Single individuals seen and mist-netted at

Lemorodougou Lake and Karfiguela marsh. Patchy in West Africa (B&D),

particularly along the Niger valley and in the centre and north of Burkina Faso. In the

south, only reported in a small area close to the Mali border (B&D).

Emberizidae

Einberiza tahapisi Cinnamon-breasted Rock Bunting. A breeding pair of the

subspecies E. t. goslingi, with the female carrying food, was photographed at the Pics

de Sindou, 16 Feb 2010.
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Discussion

We documented ten bird species new for Burkina Faso and new localities for a

number of others. Considering the shortness of the surveys, limited to the dry season,

these results indicate that there is still much to be learned about the distribution of

birds in the Cascades Region. In particular, surveys in the wet season are

recommended in order to acquire a more complete knowledge of the bird fauna. We
did not record certain species reported as common in nearby ComoeNational Park by

Salewski (2000), such as some woodpeckers, warblers and starlings. In some cases

this was probably due to our lack of familiarity with some vocalisations.

Overall our observations indicate that in southwest Burkina Faso, beside the

typical Sudanian zone bird fauna, some elements of the Guineo-Congolian avifauna

can occasionally be observed or may even be present as small breeding or migratory

populations.
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