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INTRODUCTION.

ArTHOUGH every topographical history is necessarily an object of cu-
riosity and concern to those immediately connected with it, yet there
are certain circumstances attending the parish of Tottenham, which not
only invest it with a very peculiar interest in the eyes of its own in-
habitants, but also recommend it to general attention. Its most ancient
records place it in the tenure of kings and princes, and we discover it
passing through a succession of families of the most elevated rank and
consequence. At the time of the Norman conquest, it was assigned by
the conqueror to Countess Judith, his niece. It subsequently came
into the hands of the Kings of Scotland, who erected a castle upon it,
and made it their own residence ; it afterwards devolved successively to
several distinguished noblemen, in whose families it continued till a
very recent period. From the high station and great wealth of the
different possessors of this parish, it might reasonably be presumed that
it must have enjoyed many local distinctions. These have now become
deservedly the object of antiquarian research ; and though some of them
have almost totally disappeared under the ravages of time and the no
less destructive hand of modern taste, yet sufficient vestiges may still
be traced of the ancient magnificence of Tottenham to gratify with no
ordinary portion of delight the mind of those, who love to ruminate on
men and things long since passed away.

I have given such extracts from Mr. Bedwell’s® History of Tottenham,
printed in the year 1631, as have occurred to me to be appropriate, and
also from the MS. of the late Henry Lord Colerane’s History of Totten-
ham{ On the more modern points of the history of the parish, I

® He was Vicar of Tottenham from the year 1607 to the year 1632.
4+ The MBS. is in the Bodleian Library.
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have been enabled to add much new matter, partly from my own know-
ledge and researches, and partly from the kind communications of
friends.

The survey, made by order of the Earl of Dorset in the year 1619,
at that time possessor of the manors and estates in Tottenham, and
the modern survey of the parish, was made in the year 1798, with the
engravings, are produced at more cost than this edition will defray.
The greater portion of the plates were engraved from drawings ex-
pressly taken for the History of Tottenham.

It is now upwards of twenty-two years since I published the first
edition of the History and Antiquities of Tottenham, now out
of print, and scarcely a copy to be met with. Since the date of
that publication (1818), many important and interesting documents re-
lating to the parish have been collected, and consequently a very con-
siderable mass of new matter is given in this edition.

It was originally my intention to have published the new matter by
way of a supplemental volume to the first edition, and many of the
drawings were made and engraved for that purpose; but it appearing
that very few copies of that edition were in the possession of the pre-
sent inhabitants of the parish, I considered that it would be more ac-
ceptable to publish an entirely new edition ; and under that impression
I undertook the task.

The most prominent and novel feature in this second edition is, the
survey of the parish, made by order of the Earl of Dorset in the year
1619, a very curious and interesting document ; it has been carefully
reduced from the original, in the possession of Sir William Curtis,
Bart., the lord of the manor of Tottenham, so as to make it of a size to
fold up in this book: and I have given some account of the ancient
and other houses in the parish, some of which remain, but the greater
number have been either altered or pulled down, and disappeared alto-
gether: added to which, some account of the lands subject to the great
or rectorial tithes, is given in this edition.

I have also given some account of a valuable collection of Drawings,
in water colour, by that eminent artist, Turner, in the possession of
B. G. Windus, Esq. of Tottenham Green, which will afford interest to
those who have a taste for the fine arts ; and an account of a sanguinary
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duel fought between Sir Edward Sackville and Lord Edward Bruce, un-
der the walls of Bergen-op-Zoon, in the year 1613; in which Lord Ed-
ward was killed.

In addition to what has already been mentioned respecting the con-
tents of this book, it may be necessary to apprise the reader-that there
are three appEXDICES to the first volume, which, from the vast informa-
tion they contain as regards the manors and estates in this parish form-
erly in the possession of the late Lord Colerane, will be found extreme-
ly useful. The First Appendix contains some account of Bruce
Castle, Mount Pleasant, Grove House, the Manors, Manor Farms, &c.
which were in the year 1789, and subsequent years, sold to several in-
dividuals. The S8econd Appendix contains the abstract of the title of
the late Lord Colerane to the manors and other estates in this parish,
commencing in the year 1717, and carried down to the year 1805: this
abstract will be found useful to those individuals who have purchased
portions of those estates, and hold under that title. The Third Appen-
dix contains an abstract of the title of Sir William Barkham, who held
considerable property in this and the adjoining parish of Edmonton,
which was also sold at different times to several individuals; this abstract
also will be useful to those who hold estates in this parish under that
title, which commences in the year 1683, and is continued down to the
year 1790, a period of 107 years.

These Appendices may be considered useful incidents to the His-
tory of Tottenham, inasmuch as by referring to them, an easy access is
given to information respecting the title under which most of the pro-
perty in this parish is held, without the trouble or inconvenience of
having recourse to the original title deeds.

The Tournament of Tottenham, which concludes the second volume,
the next in consideration, is doubtless a very ancient burlesque poem,
founded upon the feodal custom of marrying an heiress to the knight
who should vanquish all his opponents at a solemn assembly holden for
that purpose ; probably there is no instance of this so late as the age of
Edward ITI. (the date of this poem,) when the reasons of feodal polity
were worn away, and society had advanced to a stage at which such
means of supplying the kingdom with able defenders were no longer
requisite. But that this had been the prevailing usage in more early
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times appears from the frequent allusions to it in the old romances, re-
presenting the manners of that remote period.

In conclusion, I may venture to add, that history is a subject
universally approved, and agreed by all the learned world to be, in the
highest degree, both useful and entertaining; and Topography more
especially, it being so peculiarly suited to the genius of these times,and
the near affinity Historical Antiquities have to that of Science; for
Antiquity discovers the original of laws, customs, and manners of early
times, whilst History shows the causes of their institutions.

Nor has my view of records, immediately relating to this parish, in
many instances which I have consulted, a little contributed to qualify
me for the undertaking: this means has also enabled me to serve such
persons as have lost their grants or charters, and who would know the
privileges belonging to the several manors; these evidencing their rights
and immunities.

Those who mistook their interests, and even delayed and denied me
the opportunity of asserting their rights, must pardon the defects they
may meet with, owing to such their neglect and delay

Some things foreign to the subject are here and there interspersed in
the following pages, which I have borrowed from good authorities, and
ingserted for the diversion of those who shall peruse the work.

It is not unlikely this account of Tottenham may have many imper-
fections; whoever will therefore inform me of such, may expect
my grateful acknowledgments; and I may perhaps ask this fa-
vour as a debt to justice, after I have employed so much cost, time, and
pains, in the service of my fellow-parishioners and the public. Nor will
I fail, in case these collections gain a favourable reception, to correct
the errors that may be discovered; and I shall not think the time, charge,
or study, ill bestowed in compiling this history of the parish.

I have now to acknowledge the ready and very prompt assistance I
have received from Sir William Curtis, Bart., Lord of the Manors of
Tottenham ; Sir Frederic Madden; Sir Henry Ellis; the Rev.George
Hodgson Thompson, Minister of Trinity Chapel, Tottenham; Henry
Lewis Smale, Esq.; Benjamin Godfrey Windus, Esq.; and T. W. Hill,
Esq., of Bruce Castle; which I do, with many thanks for their indi-
vidual kindness and prompt attention to my enquiries.
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A book of this nature is not evanescent, but destined for a standing
record of the parish and its muniments, and in some measure a sarx-
@UAERD to the estates of the individual proprietors.

In prepering this book for publication, it must be evident that much
time has been occupied, and considerable cost incurred—a recompence
for which I can scarcely expect :—be that as it may, I am contented with
having attempted to give my fellow parishioners some little information
regarding the parish generally, which I hope will prove both amusing
and useful, not only at the present time, but in times to come.

Tottenham,
June, 1840.
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THE

HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES

OF THE PARISH OF

TOTTENHAM.

IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX.

I'TS BOUNDARIES, EXTENT, AND NAME.

TorreNnaMm, in the ancient record of Domesday Book, is
called Zoteham: it is a part of the hundred of Edmonton, in the
county of Middlesex, and sitnated, in latitude, 51° 35/ 59” N.,
longitude, O° 4/ 317 W., from Greenwich, about five miles north
of London. It is bounded on the east by Walthamstow, in Essex,
from which it is separated by the river Lea; on the west by
Hornsey and Fryern Barnet; on the north by Edmonton; and
on the south by Hackney and Stoke Newington. The highway,
which is part of the main road from Scotland to London, and
which passes through Tottenham, was measured in the year 1611,
and at that time, the parish was two miles and a quarter in length
from north to south; and extended on the south and south-west
sides to the confines of Stoke Newington and Hornsey, about two
miles and a half ; then going towards the north-west to Bets’-stile,
five miles ; from which point, by the boundaries of Edmonton to
Higham Hill, in Essex, it measures five miles; so that the
circuit or compass of the parish in the whole is about fifteen or
sixteen miles. It is estimated to contain between four and five
thousand acres of land, including the marshes, which contain
about two hundred and ninety-eight acres ; of which one-eighth
part is arable, and the remainder grass. The form of the parish
is irregular, and of a mixt figure, compounded of quadrate and
triangle: which figure is by the ancients called trapezoides.



2 THE ETYMOLOGY OF THE

The etymology of the name is from the Saxon words Zbotia
and Ham ; the first of which signifies to project with a long
end or corner like a horn, and is supposed in this instance to
originate from the form of the western part of the parish.! Mr.
Parkins 2 makes 7ot or Tut¢, the name of a rivulet, and thence
derives the name. Bedwell finds a resemblance in situation be-
tween Totham, in Essex, putting itself far into the sea, and 70¢-
ness, in Devonshire. It occurs in many places besides, as Zote-
hele, Totehall, now Tottenham Court, Totteridge, &ec.

It may also be conjectured that Tottenham was the mansion,
residence, or estate of Zota :—for places have more frequently de-
rived their names from their owners than their situation. Ham,the
latter word is common, and is particularly used at the end of
many proper names of places, and signifies a town or dwelling
place.

And further, respecting the name of Tottenham, Mr. William
Baxter, the eminent scholar and antiquary, who was master of the
Free Grammar School at Tottenham, says ‘¢ As the Goths and
Lombards by mis-spelling and mis-pronouncing the Latin tongue,
made that jargon that former times called Romant, and the
Franks again out of the Romant made French ; so did the Nor-
mans terribly murder the old Saxon tongue left amongst us in
such a sort after their conquest, scarce any English word scaped
alteration, but came to be disguised by various writings of it;
thus, out of the Saxon Deodholm and Deodanholm they made
Toteham, Thoteham, and Totenham. The word ham, heim,
heym, and hiemme, the same which the Goths of Uphila’s time
called Aaim, but truer, helm or Aolm, whence our English word
home, signified all sorts of enclosures.” ¢ So in Uphila’s gospels
it stands for ager, the radix of which word Aaim in the Go-
thick,3 also in the Swedish, Aolm is both an island and a house,
as our home, helmet, helm, and the German Aall and /Aals have

their names from covering.”

(1) See the Earl of Dorset’s Survey, 1619, and the modern map of the parish.
(2) Parkins’s History of Norfolk, 4. 161.
(3) Dict. Goth. page 181.























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































